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1509 Rhode Island Avenue, 
Washington, D. C. 

March 3, 1891. 

Professor James C. Welling, 

President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Corcoran Art Gallery. 

Dear Sir, 

Many years ago Mr King, the artist, while 


iff 

m 


m 


pursuing his studies in Italy saw at the Museo Barboni,B 
co, at Naples, a bronze east which had been taken out 
of Herculaneum. The back of the head had been crush- 
ed, but the face was uninjured,zand the pose perfectly 
preserved. He was so struck with the beauty of the 
outline and expression that he made a drawing, from 
which he afterwards painted in oils, Pshyche when re¬ 
buked by Venus for loving Cupid. During the Presiden¬ 
cy of Mr Tyler Mr King painted several portraits of 
different members of the family, among them Mrs Sem¬ 



ple's, and on completeing the pictures he presented to 
























Mrs Semple, then lady of the White House, the Psyche, 
the only existing portrait of the subject in the world. 
Mrs Semple would dispose of this picture to the Corco¬ 
ran Art Gallery as it would gratify her that it should 
be there in that connection. The age of the picture, 
she tells me, is about seventy five years as he had own 
ed it many years before he gave it to her fifty years 







ago. With the exception of one or two small flakes 


m 


which have fallen from the hair, easily repaired, the ■ 
painting is in a state of perfect preservation. The 




Committee can have the picture at the Gallery for exam¬ 


ination. The value of it has been estimated at a thous¬ 
and dollars. And I take the liberty of calling your 
attention to it in her name. 
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Jostin S. Morrill, Chairman. 

John Sherman, Daniel W. Voorbees, 

John P Jones, John R. McPherson, 

William B. Allison, lsham G. Harris, 
Nelson W. Aldrich, Zebulon B. Vance, 

Frank Hiscock, John G. Carlisle. 


Benjamin Durfee, Clerk. 


Committee on Finance, 

UNITED STATES SENATE, 
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(Pastor's Residence,) 


2620 Prairie Avenue. Washington, D. C. 
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ESTABLISHED 1865. 


me 


INCORPORATED 1889. 


The Cocoran School of Art, 


Washington, 
Corcoran Gallery of Art 

MAR 4 1891 #*3 ^' V ‘' 


Washington, D. C. 


C. HENNECKE CO. 


CHICAGO : 

207 WABASH AVENUE. 


MILWAUKEE! 
79“83 BUFFALO STREET. 


Milwaukee, Wis.,'ch 1391 . 


Gentlemen:- 

Would ,f ou kindly send us to our MiT/aukee house, a 
cop ,r of ,r our »*ecent catalogue, and oblige. 

Yours respectfully, 

C. Ilennecke Co. 
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